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LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER PLEASE

Imagine shopping and on the tag it reads: LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER. 

What does that phrase mean to you? [There is a limited supply. There aren’t many left. 
The item is probably popular and may be gone soon. Better buy it fast!]

Does the phrase evoke thoughts of sharing or hoarding? 

 
The Mazatec tribe of people live in the area of southwestern Mexico. For the last 40 years, 
Eunice Pikes has worked in the area, translating the Bible into the native language. However, 
she discovered some interesting cultural beliefs in the process. For instance, people seldom 
wish one another well. They are hesitant to share the gospel message with each other. 
They refuse to share or even teach one another due to the concept of “limited good.” They 
believe there is only so much good, so much knowledge, so much love to go around. To teach 
another means you might drain it from yourself. To love a second child means you have to 
love the first child less. To wish someone ”Have a good day” means you have just given away 
some of your own happiness. 

Have you ever withheld information or something from someone because you didn’t 
want them to get the last one? 

How does instructing others or sharing well wishes make you feel? 

Has it detracted from your life or added to it?

Have you ever done something nice for someone and then wished you hadn’t done it? 

When was the last time you did something for someone? What was it?
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1 John 3:17—
If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on 
them, how can the love of God be in that person?

The theme of GIVING and RECEIVING is more than just a financial principle of generosity. The 
Bible gives many examples of how it can be applied universally.  Here are just three IF/THEN 
promises. 

Genesis 12:3— I will bless those who bless you, I will curse anyone who treats you with 
contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you.

God is speaking to Abraham here. Who is God talking about? [Israel] 
What is the principle? [Anyone who blesses Israel will be blessed. Anyone who treats 
Israel with contempt will be cursed.]

Matthew 7:2—For you will be judged by the same standard with which you judge others, and 
you will be measured by the same measure you use.

What is the principle? [You will be judged in the same way you judge others.]

Malachi 3:10— “Bring the full tenth into the storehouse so that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this way,” says the Lord of Armies. “See if I will not open the floodgates of heaven 
and pour out a blessing for you without measure.”

What is the principle? [God is using an illustration of food, to introduce the idea of 
money. When He says “the full tenth” He is referring to the tithe. So the principle is to 
give your tithes—even when it doesn’t seem like you can and God has promised to pour 
out a big blessing on you.]

While generosity is EXPECTED from a follower of Christ, we are left to decide OUR OWN 
measures of kindness to dish out to others. By doing this, we also have the option to readjust 
and increase our giving standards. In doing so, we can expect an equal rate of return from 
God. 

However, your motivation for doing good should NEVER be for what you get in return. Make 
your motives pure with God and others in mind. It is all about the posture and condition of our 
hearts.

Proverbs 11:24-25— 
24 One person gives freely, yet gains more; another withholds what is right, only to become 

poor.
25 A generous person will be enriched, and the one who gives a drink of water will receive 

water. 

Why are some people so generous? [They don’t hold onto things so tightly.]

“Learning to be a giver is rooted in clarifying who we perceive 
as our ultimate source in life – ourselves or God.”  

—Rev. Jack Hayford
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How will we be more apt to act if we keep one eye on how much money we have in 
the bank or on our busy schedules? [We will be more hesitant to give because we will 
only see our limited source of money and time.]

How will be more apt to act if we see what we have has been entrusted to us by God? 
[We will be freer with our giving because we don’t see that is ours anyway.]

One way we DEMONSTRATE OUR TRUST in God is by faithfully stewarding what He has 
entrusted to us. In turn, He can trust us with more.

Generosity has NOTHING to do with the amount of MONEY you have.

GENEROSITY IS...
● Generosity is a CHOICE
● Generosity is a MINDSET
● Generosity is an INTENTION

► Remind yourself every morning why you need to give of yourself to someone 
today. [Because God has blessed me. Because someone is hurting today 
and needs to know someone cares, and I want to be the person that makes 
a difference in their life today.]

► Who might I meet today that I might help? [Think specifically about who you 
might encounter—store clerks, co-workers, family members, waitresses, 
etc.]

► How am I prepared to bless them?  [A blessing bag for the homeless. A 
certain amount of money set back for the purpose of giving it away today. A 
gift to give to someone. Find someone to take to lunch. Etc.]

  
There are more promises in Scripture related to generosity than any other.
 Here are some prominent words listed in the Bible and how many times they can be  
 found:  BELIEVE  272  PRAY  371
   LOVE  714   GIVE  2152

Generosity adds VALUE.

What are the things you value in your life? [Family, relationship with God, job, etc.]

How might you add value to those things? [Spending time with them. Investing money 
in them. Adding to them with your knowledge, talent, teaching, etc.]

How value is added...
 Giving adds value to OTHERS   [Spending time with people helps them feel   
  valued by someone. It tells them they matter.]
 Giving adds value to GOD [Spending time with God and His Word shows Him and  
  others that He is important to you —not to mention how it increases your  
  faith.]



 Giving adds value to YOU    [You are never more like God than when you give  
  to others. In doing so, you are actually living out your God-given purpose  
  and identity. Your generosity is a reflection of who you are.]
There is a story of how Alexander the Great had been riding down a road when a beggar 
stepped out with his dirty hands outstretched for help. The man was poor and unkept, yet 
Alexander threw him several gold coins. The guard with him was astounded and told the 
emperor that a few copper coins would have been adequate to meet the needs of a beggar. 
“Why did you give him gold?” Alexander responded, “Copper coins might suit the beggar’s 
need, but gold coins best suit Alexander’s giving.” 

What living generously looks like:
 1 Living with a YES spirit  
  What do you think that means? [Being ready to give of yourself whenever 
   God says to.]
 2 Continually sowing SEEDS
  What kind of seeds do you think you will be sowing? [Seeds of kindness  
   that cause people to want to know more about God. ]
 3 Growing in your FAITH   
  How does giving grow your faith? [You will need to trust God for enough.]
 4 Attracting others to GOD
  How would others be attracted to God because of you? [God is love and  
  when you show love to others, the Holy Spirit reveals God to them.]
 5 Receiving ABUNDANTLY
  In what areas of your life would you like to receive a blessing? [Think of  
  what you might do for others in that area of their life with what you have.]
 6 Living out the IMAGE of God
   
Deuteronomy 15:10—Give generously to them and do so without a grudging
heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and
in everything you put your hand to.

_____________________________________________________________

PRAYER TIME
●  Thank God for all that He has given you. Admit that what you have is a gift to you from God. 
Commit to stewarding what you have.

●  Ask God to help you give of your time, talent, and treasure. Ask Him to show you someone 
specific that needs a touch of kindness.

●  Pray for a YES spirit that will be bold enough to act in the moments when God presents the 
opportunity.
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