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WHY BE A DISCIPLE?

Last week we talked about the men who Jesus called to follow and learn from Him. These 
were ordinary men who worked ordinary jobs. They were considered to be not worthy enough 
to follow a teaching rabbi. Perhaps others labeled them unqualified, or maybe they convinced 
themself they weren’t good enough. But what happened to those close followers?

PETER—Peter was crucified upside down. His wife was also killed. All the while she was 
encouraging Peter to keep his faith.

JAMES—King Herod had James run through with the sword.

JOHN—Died of old age, but not before he was tortured, boiled in a vat of oil, and imprisoned 
on a work island,

ANDREW—After taking the Gospel to what is now part of Russia, Andrew was martyred by 
crucifixion.

PHILIP—Tradition says that a Roman official was so upset his wife had converted to 
Christianity because of Philip’s preaching that he had him arrested and brutally put to death.

BARTHOLOMEW—After preaching to the king of Armenia and seeing him convert to Christ, 
Bartholomew was brutally killed. One source says he was flayed alive and then beheaded. 
Another says he was crucified upside down like Peter. 

MATTHEW—The former tax collector spread the Gospel in Ethiopia and was stabbed to death.

THOMAS—Thomas may have doubted the resurrection at first, but his faith in Jesus sent him  
preaching to the east—all the way to India. Tradition says he was stabbed to death.

JAMES (the son of Alphaues)— After preaching in the northern regions of Israel, it is believed 
that James was stoned to death.

SIMON (the Zealot)—Simon was sawed in half in Persia.

PHILIP—Tradition says Philip was crucified upside down. While on the cross he continued 
preaching to all who would hear. 
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THADEUS—Thadeus was killed with arrows in Turkey’s mountain region.

MATTHIAS—Matthias had been chosen to replace Judas after his suicide. Matthias was 
believed to be decapitated for his faith.

Who are some people for which you would be willing to die?

What are some beliefs or convictions you would die for? 

Do you think you would be willing to go all the way to death for your belief in Christ, or 
might you choose to take a way out of the situation? 

Of these 12 disciples, which one do you think resonated with you the most?

If this is the end result of being a disciple, why would anyone choose to be a follower 
of Christ?  [This takes someone who is so convinced in their belief that they would be 
willing to die for that belief. And this belief is based on a deep love for Christ.]

John 21:17 —
The third time He  (Jesus) said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love Me?” Peter was hurt 
because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love Me?” He said, “Lord, You know all 
things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said, “Feed My sheep.”

Jesus asked Peter three times if he loved Him. Peter had just denied Jesus three times on the 
night He was taken by the Roman guards. 

Why might Jesus have continued to ask Peter whether or not he loved Him? [He knew 
that one day Peter would be martyred. Perhaps He wanted Peter to examine whether or 
not he was convinced of his belief and be willing to die for it.]

Is a disciple one who is willing to only go only “so far” and then turn back? [No. You are 
either a follower of Christ or you are a follower of your own convenience and comfort.]

Hebrews 10:23—
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering; for he who promised is faithful.

A disciple is... 

 One who is DEVOTED to God above all else, even their own life. 

 One who is continually DEVELOPING in their character.

 One who is DEPLOYED in their service.
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THE PERSECUTED CHURCH
In many countries today, it is against the law to practice the Christian faith. The top 10 
worst persecutors are North Korea, Afghanistan, Somalia, Libya, Pakistan, Eritrea, Yemen, 
Iran, Nigeria, and India.

US officials estimate the population of North Korea to be roughly twenty-four million 
people. Missiologists believe that before the Korean War, 13 percent of the population was 
Christian; but today, at most, only 2 percent are Christian.

Kim Eu Jin is a 31-year-old who remembers being taught in school that there is no God 
and that people should worship the country’s leadership. Her family, however, were firm 
believers in Christ. On Saturday nights, they would gather in the back of their apartment 
and whisper their worship and Bible study.  They would often cover their heads in order 
to muffle the noise. The family’s most prized possession was her grandmother’s Chinese 
Bible.

Her father always reminded the family that they would pay one day have to pay a price for 
their faith. He would often say, “Even if I face death I will follow Jesus.” Every morning he 
would hug his family and remind them to be careful.

One day her father was discovered, and the police arrested her father and uncle. Kim 
never saw them again. Her family eventually escaped North Korea. In her testimony, 
she says, “I grew up in a land where they said there was no God, but my father told me 
otherwise. He loved Christ and for that he died.”

A visiting pastor from America once visited an “underground church” in China. He was 
moved by the faith he saw in the small gathering. Before he left, he asked if he might have 
prayer for the group that they might remain strong in the face of persecution. The pastor 
said to please pray for them. The pastor went on explain that they often pray for the church 
in the United States that our faith might grow stronger so that we won’t compromise our 
faith to avoid persecution. 

What made the difference in Kim’s faith? [Seeing it modeled by her family.]

Who is someone who had made a difference in your faith?

Who are you influencing?

Should it be our goal to be persecuted?  [No. We shouldn’t intentionally provoke 
others and cause them to hate us.]

Should it be our goal to avoid persecution? [No. We shouldn’t weaken our faith and 
belief for the sake of “keeping the peace.” We should always make a strong stand 
for the things of God, in the hopes of drawing others to Him.]

John 15:18-19—
(Jesus speaking:) If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated Me first. If you 
belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, 
but I have chosen you out of the world.  



4

Have you ever found it necessary to make an unpopular stand for your faith?
If yes, how did it make you feel?

Luke 6:22-23—
Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and insult you, and scorn your name 
as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man. Be glad in that day and leap for joy, for behold, your 
reward is great in heaven. For in the same way their fathers used to treat the prophets.

What is the reward of standing for your faith? [It should be a joy to suffer as Jesus did. 
We should look at it as an honor to suffer for God who loves us so much. Heaven is our 
great reward. Pleasing God is our ultimate joy.]

HOW TO BE A DISCIPLE

What are some ways that we can “deploy” ourselves in service to God?  [Serve in the 
church, look for opportunities to speak to others about God, speak often of God’s 
goodness to our families, etc.]

This week Pastor Chris spoke of many areas in the church where God is working. What 
are some places in the church where someone might serve? [Kids Point, the nursery, 
student ministries, Care Connection prayer ministry, small groups, greeters, the Cafe, 
etc.]

Matthew 28:19-20—
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.

Intentionally reaching others for Christ is part of the job description of a FULLY 
MATURE disciple.

Participating in Christ’s DEATH (persecution) is the door to LIFE with Him. 

_____________________________________________________________

PRAYER TIME
●  Thank God for His immense love and sacrifice for us. Praise Jesus for the pain He endured 
as He walked here as a human. Tell Him you know that the little pain we experience is light in 
comparison to what He went through for us.

●  Surrender your comfort and convenience if that is what it takes to spread the Gospel to 
others around you.

●  Pray for the strength to stand for Him when it is unpopular.


